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             Sioux County School Board of Education   
District # 83-0500 

                                Regular School Board Meeting        

February 15, 2022                                

2:00 p.m. 

SCHS Gym 

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/98555096886 

 

1. Meeting called to order by President Shon Whetham at 2:08 p.m. 

 

2. Open Meetings Act  

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

4. Attendance:   Present    

  Pat Andersen  Yes 

               Joleen Falkenburg No-attended by Zoom. Did not vote. 

  David Howell  Yes             

  Syd Meidell   No 

  Jud Skavdahl  Yes     

  Shon Whetham  Yes     

 

5. Consent Agenda 

(1) Motion by Whetham, seconded by Skavdahl to accept the consent agenda: 

(2) Reading of minutes from previous meeting 

(3) Agenda as presented 

(4) Excuse absent board members-Falkenburg and Meidell 

(5) Accept treasurer’s report and approve the payment of the bills 

(6) The school board meeting notice was published in the newspaper: February 9, 2022. 

 

 On roll call vote: Pat Andersen-yes; Joleen Falkenburg-absent; David Howell-yes; 

         Syd Meidell-absent; Jud Skavdahl-yes; Shon Whetham-yes. 

 

 Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

 

6. Staff/Student Recognition - A Pat on the Back 

Congratulations to the following students and staff members:  

Mr. Valenta- I want to thank the freshmen, sophomores, and juniors in the social studies classrooms 

who helped in the concession stand during the PHC Junior High Basketball tournament.  Also, a big 

thank you to Mrs. Edmund's and her first hour class, Mrs. Adam's and her sixth hour class, and to Dr. 

Gies.  They were extremely instrumental at helping customers get food and drink, preparing food, and 

just making the whole process run smoothly.  People complemented the workers, the food, and our 

prices.   

 

With that too, a big thank you to all the schools, coaches, players, and fans who came to the 

tournament.  They were all so nice, polite, and great people to visit with.  That is what makes living in 

the PHC great.  

https://zoom.us/j/98555096886
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Thank you to Adam Edmund and Chris Klein for smoking the six pork butts for the classes 

fundraising.  It was delicious and a hit with everyone. 

 

Margie Brost sent a handmade card with a note of thank you for all the endless efforts of the SC 

school board. 

 

Speech Results-Scottsbluff Meet:  Tamika Eastman Runner up in Extemporaneous 

Alliance Meet:  Tamika Eastman 5th in Extemporaneous; Sierra Eastman Champion in Persuasive. 

At Gordon Rushville:  Tamika Eastman Champion in Informative Public Address; Sierra Eastman 

3rd in Persuasive. 

Chadron Meet:  Tamika Eastman Champion in both Informative Public Address and 

Extemporaneous.  Sierra Eastman 4th in Persuasive. Hannah Rudloff 6th in Persuasive.  The SCS 

team Earned 5th place as a team of 14 schools and was top scoring D school. 

 

FFA Results at Gordon-Rushville: Colton Randall 1st place Electricity in the Ag Mechanics 

Contest.  

Vet Science team placed 2nd qualifying for State. Blaise Lange, Sierra Eastman, Mike Sanderson, and 

Richy Guiterrez.  

The Farm and Ranch Management team was 5th qualifying for State. Seth Dunn, Jack Hunter, Ashley 

Hunter, Lief Meidell, Jesse Dunn, and William Skavdahl. 

 

Logan Monroe is congratulated by Miss Woolsey and Mrs. Hunter on being selected as part of the 

FFA State Honor Choir. He will be the first student to be selected since Alex Munson in 2006. This is a 

very big achievement and I cannot be prouder of him for this accomplishment! 

 

Mrs. Hughson congratulates the 7th grade class- on raising their mean RIT score for the MAP Reading 

test by a whopping 13 points as compared to last winter. Individual growth of that type is incredible, 

but raising a mean of a class score that much is almost unheard of. These kids (actually all of 5th-7th 

grade) have been working very hard in reading and language skills and their hard work is paying off. 

They also took the test seriously and tried their best on the whole thing which is not easy. It's a long 

test with long reading passages, and they persevered through it with grit and determination. Mrs. 

Lambert and I are very proud of them.  

 

Grandma Jackie once again baked her delicious homemade apple pies to sell at the last home 

basketball game. They were a huge crowd pleaser. Walmart in Scottsbluff donated 10 lbs. of apples. 

 
 

7. Recognition of Visitors/Individuals Wishing to Address the Board 

    Dr. Gies, Mr. Swisher, Michelle Zimmerman addressed the board regarding property valuations, 

Community members addressed the board regarding the elementary school building and site 

layout proposals.  

     

 

 8.  Discussion and/or Reports 

      A.) Superintendent’s Report 

 COVID-19 Update-Nothing new to report. We are still not being impacted at this time.  

Information from the latest webinar Dr. Gies attended sponsored by NDE with the state’s 

epidemiologist included the following information: 

NE is seeing more breakthrough cases of the Omicron variant as is the nation. It appears the virus has 

reached its peak and is now declining. 
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Vaccines are not stopping the virus but seems to be lessening its severity of illness and keeping people 

out of the hospital. 

  Schools are slated to receive free testing kits through local health departments for use at schools. 

 

Community Blood Drive 

We will host a community blood drive on March 8th at SCHS from 7:30-12:00 pm. Basketball 

season will be over so students can donate without interfering with their practices or games. We are 

using Regional West Medical Center staff instead of Vitalant as in the past. The blood donations will 

be shared with Panhandle hospitals versus shipping it out of state. 

 

Football Field Bleachers 

The cost for three sets of bleachers without concrete is $23,175. The three sets of bleachers will hold 

162 fans which equates to $143 per seat. No donation is too small. Thank you to the following donors 

since the January meeting: Perry Law Firm, DA Davidson, Baker & Associates, First National Bank 

of Omaha (Tom Lambert), Rasmussen Mechanical Services, Gardner Loutzeniser & Ryan, and 

Security First Bank and Brad & Kris Ferguson (IA). We are nearing the goal. Dr. Gies ordered the 

bleachers so we can lock in the price and have them delivered for the summer. He sends a personal 

thank you to all donors and will take out a thank you advertisement in the Harrison Sun once all 

donations have been secured. 

 

Math Textbook Series-The K-8 teachers reached a decision to select a new math series. K-4 chose 

Math Expressions published by HMH. The 5-8 teachers chose Reveal Math Published by McGraw 

Hill which is in alignment with the high school Reveal Math series that Mrs. Reisig chose to 

implement this year. Teachers are in the process of refining the orders. We will use ESSER III funds 

to help offset the cost of the series. Elementary teachers wanted to stay with Saxon, but that series is 

out of print. Dr. Gies will bring forth more information and ask for approval at the March meeting. 

 

B.) Principal’s Report 

            Updated the calendar of events. Dental health checks will be hosted. 

 

C.) Board Reports 

  None. 

 

D.) Discussion Items 

      None. 

 

9. Business 

 

A.) Motion by Howell, seconded by Skavdahl to approve Plan A for the building and site layout plans for 

the proposed elementary school. 
 

On roll call vote:  Pat Andersen-yes; Joleen Falkenburg-absent; David Howell-yes; 

         Syd Meidell-absent; Jud Skavdahl-yes; Shon Whetham-yes. 
           

Motion Carried 4-0. 
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B.) Motion by Whetham, seconded by Skavdahl to approve school board policies Personnel  

      4009-4019. 
 

 On roll call vote: Joleen Falkenburg-absent; David Howell-yes; Syd Meidell-absent;  

                                   Jud Skavdahl-yes; Shon Whetham-yes; Pat Andersen-yes. 
 

     Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

 

 

C.) Motion by Whetham, seconded by Howell to approve the 2022-23 SCS district calendar. 
 

 On roll call vote: David Howell-yes; Syd Meidell-absent; Jud Skavdahl-yes;  

                                    Shon Whetham-yes; Pat Andersen-yes; Joleen Falkenburg-absent. 
 

 Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

 

 

    D.) Motion by Andersen, seconded by Skavdahl to approve allocating $12,000 to purchase lap tops 

for the 2022-23 school year. 

  

            On roll call vote: Syd Meidell-absent; Jud Skavdahl-yes; Shon Whetham-yes; 

                                         Pat Andersen-yes; Joleen Falkenburg-absent; David Howell-yes. 
 

Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

  

10. Next regular meeting is Monday, March 14th at 6:00 p.m.  

    

 

11. Adjourn 

Motion by Howell, seconded by Whetham to adjourn the meeting at 3:31 p.m.   

 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 


